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Unit 6 Assignment: Research Planning Guide
Revised Thesis Statement: A thorough pet waste disposal program, administered by the Department of Public Works in Anne Arundel County, will lessen the financial burden caused by contaminated stormwater, protect the health of the people, local businesses, and recreational users, and preserve the aquatic ecosystems that are part of our community’s heritage.
Seldman, N., & Morris, D. (2020, July). Fighting monopoly power: Recycling and waste. Institute for Local Self-Reliance. https://ilsr.org/fighting-monopoly-power/recycling-waste/
This article highlights the benefits of decentralized waste management and argues that smaller, community-driven programs are often more efficient than large-scale, corporate-run systems (Seldman & Morris, 2020). The Institute for Local Self-Reliance is known for its expertise in sustainable local solutions, lending credibility to its stance. I found this source through a Google search. While this perspective presents a potential challenge to my proposal for a centralized pet waste disposal program, it offers valuable insight into concerns regarding cost and inefficiency. I will use this source to acknowledge the concerns about large-scale programs being potentially costly or bureaucratic. However, I will counter these concerns by proposing that the county-administered program could incorporate decentralized elements, such as localized pet waste composting initiatives or community-managed collection points. This hybrid approach ensures community involvement and cost efficiency, while still maintaining a standardized, county-wide strategy to address stormwater contamination effectively.
Chesapeake Bay Foundation. (2022). 2022 State of the Bay Report. https://www.cbf.org/document-library/cbf-reports/sotb/2022-state-of-the-bay-report.pdf
The 2022 State of the Bay Report discusses the environmental damage caused by polluted stormwater runoff, specifically linking pet waste to water contamination (Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 2022). The Chesapeake Bay Foundation is a well-respected organization focused on environmental protection, making this source credible. I found the report through their official website. I will use this to emphasize the negative impact of pet waste on local waterways and support my argument for a disposal program.
Rauktys, A. (2020). How to compost pet waste. Naples Compost. https://naplescompost.com/how-to-compost-pet-waste/
This article provides practical guidance on how to compost pet waste and highlights its environmental benefits when done properly (Rauktys, 2020). Naples Compost is a recognized organization for sustainable waste management. I was made aware of this source via Unit 5 Discussion Post as a resource provided by a classmate. I will use this information to propose composting as an alternative or complementary solution to traditional waste disposal, showing it as a cost-effective and environmentally friendly method for residents.
Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works. (2013). Ten-year solid waste management plan 2013-2023. https://www.aacounty.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/SWMP.pdf
This official document outlines the county’s current waste management strategies and stresses the need to reduce stormwater pollutants, including pet waste (Anne Arundel County Department of Public Works, 2013). As a government source, it is highly credible and relevant to my thesis. I found it through the county’s official website. I will use this to show how a pet waste program would align with existing local policies and enhance efforts to protect the environment.


