2





Unit 8 Assignment: Implementing a Pet Waste Disposal Program to Protect Anne Arundel County's Environment and Economy

Michael Sullivan
Purdue University Global
CM 220: College Composition II
Professor Eric Lane
October 15, 2024

Unit 8 Assignment: Implementing a Pet Waste Disposal Program to Protect Anne Arundel County's Environment and Economy
The improper disposal of pet waste is a major driver of stormwater pollution in Anne Arundel County, and it threatens the environment, public health, and the local economy. When it rains, the pollution in our stormwater runoff flows directly into the creeks and rivers that feed the Chesapeake Bay. Poor water quality is bad for local biodiversity and for those of us who swim, fish, or kayak in our nearby waters. And bad water quality has created some serious economic problems for all the local businesses that depend on clean waterways and that want to be environmentally sustainable. A thorough pet waste disposal program, administered by the Department of Public Works in Anne Arundel County, will lessen the financial burden caused by contaminated stormwater, protect the health of the people, local businesses, and recreational users, and preserve the aquatic ecosystems that are part of our community’s heritage.
The 2022 State of the Bay Report from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation puts the blame for the Bay's degradation squarely on polluted stormwater runoff, including pet droppings. The report traces the effects of stormwater pollution on the Bay and says that it has caused a "dead zone" in the Bay. It goes on to estimate that this has resulted in a loss of $500 million to the Maryland seafood industry over the past 10 years (Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 2022). By implementing a pet waste disposal program, Anne Arundel County can reduce the harmful effects of stormwater contamination, prevent future economic losses, and support local industries reliant on clean water. The program would also reduce long-term cleanup costs by addressing the problem at its source.
Pet waste in stormwater runoff also poses public health risks, as it carries harmful bacteria and parasites such as E. coli, Salmonella, and Giardia. These pathogens can infiltrate local water supplies and cause illnesses in humans. The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services warns that contaminated stormwater resulting from improper pet waste disposal can introduce these dangerous pathogens into the environment, threatening the health of residents (New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, 2024). A proper disposal program would reduce the presence of these contaminants in stormwater, making Anne Arundel County safer for its residents.
Pet waste contributes to nutrient pollution in local waterways, leading to algal blooms and hypoxic conditions that deplete oxygen levels, making the water uninhabitable for aquatic life. The Department of Energy & Environment (2024) points out that pet waste, especially in urban areas, plays a major role in nutrient pollution. This harms aquatic species and disrupts local ecosystems. A county-managed pet waste disposal program would help maintain the delicate balance of local ecosystems and preserve Anne Arundel County’s natural heritage.
Opponents of large-scale pet waste disposal programs argue that such initiatives are too costly and inefficient to implement. Seldman and Morris (2020) suggest that decentralized waste management systems, which rely on community-driven solutions, may be more efficient and environmentally sustainable. However, a hybrid approach could be adopted, integrating community-managed composting initiatives or localized collection points within a county-wide program. This would ensure both cost efficiency and environmental sustainability while maintaining standardized efforts to address stormwater contamination effectively. By incorporating decentralized elements, Anne Arundel County can balance community involvement with the overarching goal of reducing pet waste-related pollution.
In conclusion, it is vitally important for a pet waste disposal program to be put in place in Anne Arundel County. This is because a program that targets pet waste directly reduces stormwater pollution, which otherwise would contaminate our local waterways and pose real public health dangers. And the local economic benefits of cleaner waterways benefit especially related to future stormwater management cost savings far outweigh any concerns about the cost and efficiency of a program that lets county residents, and their pets participate as part of a community solution to an important local problem.
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